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Mrs. Ballington Booth, founder and head of Volunteer Prison League.

"I. LOWING swift on the recentF revolt of convicts in Sins: Sing,
thelT ill llance of warden and
keeper, their threats to dyna-mi- ti

ih prison and effect a general
Ittlvery has come an Insistent question:

"Is it possible to reform a convict
ami make u good citlsen out of him?"

Take that same Sing Sing with
its army of men incarcerated for
Crimea of almost every kind burglars,
highwaymen, habitual ne'er do wells,
common thieves, housebreakers, second
tor) men. pickpockets, bank robbers,

bigamists, bunco steerers, grafters of
avery degree, accomplished swindlers of
aver) kind take this mass of depraved
humanity Is It possible really to ef-fe-

B formation In more than an
instance? Is it possible to re-

store a majority of these prisoners to
k places of respect and responsibility in
the World of freedom?

Posaibly a great majority of those
who nuked the iiuestion knew that cer-
tain religious organizations. Walter go
Cletlea and other charitable agencies
hsvi long asserted that they actually
can and ilo. succeed in reforming crimi-
nals men and women of the most
hardened types; that they restore them
In their families and see them become
numb, rs of society respected, trusted,
and sometimes honored. But the aver-a- ft

man is apt to be somewhat scepti-
cal of such statements. What he usks
for la plain, definite, convincing, India
putable facts.

Those who ask the question and n

proof are, for the most part, pract-
ical, level headed men of nffslrs. In

.order to ascertain whether a definite,
inrnntrovertlbla answer to thtlr doubts
ran lie obtained Inquiry bus been mode
i'f kgi nclea and individuals who have
mii li to do with convicta discharged
from prisons and penitentiaries. In
(Sch instance the attitude it those ques-llo-

was one of surprise that at this
day there should be any doubt regardi-
ng II absolute reformation of former

tll ii ts.
, If you have any misgivings on the

pelnl bo to the McAuley Mission, down
n W it r street, anil talk with Mr. Wy-bur- n

Go to the hend-quar- ti

rs of the Salvation Army in Fourt-
eenth street, and talk with Major An-:- ..

In charge of the prison gate. Go
tn Twi nty-etgh- th street, where the Vol- -

unii.is of America administer their
in '

0 ln, worlt themselves.
ami tan up to the court house In Whits

" - and there talk with Assistant
District Attorney Lee Parsons Davis.

Do this and you may hear of a multl- -

lude of .l. tlnlte instances of former con-
victs who have been transformed In
body, mind and spirit. If you cannot
Wke such personal Investigation read
Hie accounts what has been nccom-pUs- hi

d,
If i call on John H. Wyhurn, superi-

ntendent of the McAuley Mission, and
ask. did the writer, whether he can
live definite Instnnces of former con-vi-

who have been restored to good
tltlsenshtp he ' take you to his
"fllie open a big, drawer
Riled to the brim with carefully kept
records and tell you to help yourself.
Reri the record one man. taken at
Random:

!'" ind brought up In New York, where
his fai . i ran a saloon in Washington
nr. .
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thirty-liv- e years,
to before ten years of age,

ted career by tapping tills,
thai began to snatch pocketbooks

Is hurrying to ferry.
died and left aeveral thousands

l t., sun. who went to Philadelphia
n afterward robbed a post office
ylvanlai Was arrested and ac- -

'. California. Convicted of hlgh-I- h

ry and sentenced to San
I'rlaon, After serving sentence

lenve State at once, ns there were
' hargss against him to aend him

i iregon to keep on In highway
hut had to get out.
il in Montana for highway rob-- I

sentenced to Ave years in
lanfi

i at i nd of time nnd went to
Arnsted on several charges of

. nd highway robbery. Broke Jail
II Lands out with him.

led In Olvmnla for a
and again escaped from Jail,
..tlu r prisoners with him.

in RVatUs and arrested on two
i l.inliwiiy robbery, but got away,
k to try nnd get hla pals out.
ly succeeded by tunnelling Into

a prisoner "squealed
n. Sent to Walla Walla prison

.11 I'M.

Walla bribed a man to bring
'. With other convicts St work
"i had It u II arranged to seise

row him on 'sn engine thst
a yard and escape. Plan mis-n- d

both pnls were shot dsad by
mi engine. Surviving ringleader

I. teen months solitary confine.
. hen released he was nearly dead ;

ti to train and shipped out of the
'" soon as possible returned to

stun.
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Arranged with partners to hold up a train.Ild ao. but had to drop money and ea

secured from passengers and Jump
for safety with bullets flying about him.

Shortly afterward blew open aafe In
small town not far from Spokane Falls.
Arrested with some of the goods In his
possession. His pals turned state's evi-
dence and were sentenced to two years.
He stood trial, "beat" the case and was
acquitted.

Went to Butte, Mon. Committedmany crimes without being caught nnd
returned to former field In Washington.
There arrested for burglary and sent to
prlsiin.for two years.

Following expiration of sentence enme
to New York nnd for years continued
t hit vine over on the West Side.

The record reads like chapter head-
ings from a dime novel, doesn't it?
Well, the man who went through that
career of crime is y at the head
of work carried on by another of the
lending charities of the country,
tine night eight years ago ho suddenly
shook himself free of all his previous
life, of all his former environment, of
nil the hereditary tendencies. And for
eight years he has lived, and la living
now. a respected citizen. Let him tell
In his own language how this trans-
formation happened in 1903 while he
still was a professional crook operating
on the west side of New York.

"One day I went Into the office of an
old man, held a revolver at his head
and took something like $2,000 from
him. The expression on the face of
that old man as be looked up at me with
the muzzle of steel pressed ngnlnst his
bead Is something 1 Bhall never forget
as long as I live.

"Shortly after this I met nn old thief
who knew me 1 told him I was
sick and tired of a life of crime, and
he told me of the McAuley Mission and
advised me to go down and see Mr.
Hiidley. I didn't go for almut five days.
but at last wandered in and asked for
Mr Hadley. He asked me bow 1 felt
unl I told him. anil he spoke encourag-
ingly to me and asked if I Intended to
take Jesus for my Saviour that night
anil I said I would if I da d In tl e street
that night. Jesus came Into my life
that night, nnd I Intend to continue in
God's work to the end."

one thing that will strike the Inquirer
who goes carefully through Mr. Wy-burn- 's

records Is the fact that while
hundreds of former convicts are to-d- ay

succesnful In business undertakings and
in trades, a Inrge proportion seek not to
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ktOnce a Thief Always a Thief" R
Ma i. isngga

I Disproved by Ex-Convic- ts Who
Are Good Citizens To-Da- y

Instances of Work of Successfully Transforming Erstwhile
Thieves in Body, Mind and Spirit Carried On by

Religious and Charitable Agencies Large Number of
Former Outcasts Engaged in Rescue Movements

Missions Of every MM. Industrial homos,! he was In n position to marry. Wher
college settlements, all forms of social
service for the "down nnd outers," seem
to appeal more powerfully than any-
thing esse to these men who have been
down and out themselves, and who
throw themselves Into the work of re-
claiming other human wrecks.

The Way Up From Prison.
Br turn n ti.i.iKTf booth,

r Is the case of a former con
vict whose companions nick-
named him Skinny. During hla

five terms he served over twenty-on- e

years In prison. He was a young man
who had not had advantages, and in
fact had stolen from childhood.

During his last term he contracted
rheumatism, was s bent and broken
that he was unable fur months to He

down and was permitted to do a little
cobbling In his cell. At times his mln
was so great that the physician would
give him a morphine tablet, but Instead
of using them he kept them. Intend-
ing to kill himself when he had saved
enough of them.

"How many of these would It take
to kill a man, doctor?" asked Skinny.

"About twenty," was the reply.
On the day that our message reached

him he had accumulated nineteen of
these tablets, and following our talk
he went hack to his cell and threw the
nineteen away. After subsequent In-

terviews he decided to come to our
New York home, which is one of four
maintained by us for released prisoners.
He enme out on crutches and he was
Indeed emaciated.

During the eleven months he re-
mained with us he built up his shat-
tered health, and when able to work
wns employed by a gentleman at $3
S week. While his employer wns able
to give him a much larger wage he
wanted to put Skinny to the test.

Day after day he proved his worth,
und his wages were increased accord-
ingly, so that at the end of a few years

sTTsfa m rrmrm

ever he has worked he has proved
faithful and has given every satisfac-
tion to his employers. He is at present
holding a position of responsibility, is
married and has two fine young daugh-
ters. He has lived an Upright life for
fifteen year

Then there wns the rase of Tom. who
had Served two short terms In Sing Sing
prior to 18SS. I'pon the evening of the
day of his second discharge from Sing
Sing Tom, wandering down the Howery,
met two of his friends, who Invited him
Into one of the saloons to have a drink.
After their third or fourth drink they
were placed under arrest by detectives
from Headquarters, who charged them
with a robbery committed that very day.

Tom protested his Innocence, saying
that he wns nut the man, that he had
only Just come from Sing Sing, and In
fact did not have time to do a Job of
that kind. Despite his denials be was
locked up, for, unfortunately. Tom's ap-
pearance tallied almost exactly with the
description of the missing third of the
three men who had doAS the robbery,

on the day of trial the other two men
pleaded guilty and received fifteen year
sentences, at the same time affirming
that Tom had no part In the robbery,
Tom again protested his Innocence, say-
ing that he had not committed the
crime, that he had done nothing for
which he should 'have been arrested. He
declined to take a plea and decided to
stand trial. On his record he was found
guilty In short order, and as he put the
county to the expense of a trial he wns
sentenced to twenty years in prison. He
went back to Sing Sing soured and
sullen and with a desire in his heart to
get even with society for the wrong it
had done him nnd a determination that
he would get even when he cume out.

How well I remember the many talks
I have had with Tom. and how at times
it seemed SS though nothing that might
be said would move him. but at last
God working In His own mysterious
way saw tit to change his heart. Tom
put the evil desires and evil inclina-
tions back of him and came out of
prison a saved man.

It Is now twelve years since Tom left
prison. He Is holding n good position
In one of the towns of Pennsylvania.
We hear from him frequently and the
burden of his letters to us Is that he
thanks God that the Volunteer Prison
League enme into his life, and how he
has wished that he had barkened ear-
lier to the godly counsel nnd wise pre-
cepts.

John C was liberated In 1907,
having come under the operation of the
parole law which permitted life prison-
ers who had served twenty years and
whose conduct had been good to be
paroled. For twenty-seve- n years John
had been an Inmate of Sing Sing prison
nnd for many years of that time hope
and John were strangers.

We went Into that prison carrying a
message of hope to such poor souls as
he, and It was witli gladness that he
received the message, and he has told
III how he hoped and piayed that the
time would come when he Would secure
his release, and thanks to the wise
measures Instituted by our lawmakers
he was one of the first who came tin-
der the operation of the "lifer" parole
law. He now holds a position of trust
and responsibility in one of the largest
Corporations in New York city.

One more example, and this one Is
S3 years old. He wns. I think, the
dean of the prisoners of this State, for
he had spent forty-Beve- n years of his
life In the prison. In Dnnnemora every
one knew old Frank. He too was a
beneficiary of the life men's parole
law. for he Is now much lient nnd at
times somewhat feeble. He Is very
proud of his kitchen garden and the
fart that he is the organist for our
servli 'cs.

Isist summer he went as caretaker
to some vacant flats in Brooklyn, He
rented them all. and the agent let him
have another house with the same
result. He returned to the home with
tO of his earnings, and unknown to

US in the winter spent $7 of that amount
for flowers for our grounds in the
spring.

Now has this all 1 n worth while"
I could take up all the Space of this
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issue nf Tun: IVSJ tSll.--. story of
the of men who at some
time or other have that every
man's hand was against them. Our
league bus proved that good can come
out of prisons. If nil that hus been
made public ulsiut our prisons during
the past few weeks will but find lodg-
ment in the hearts and minds of your
readers It will mean more for those lie-bl-

the gruy Walts than one can well
imagine.

Men Who Rose Into New Life.
Mr k i i.r. i.i noo-ril- ,

I mandrr nt the Army
in the i ratted states,
story of Harold is a

full of
misery and all these to

be finally forced to yield to hope. A
little more thun a year am HnelnMa

a cell with Porter in
the Hudson county Jail. It Is said that
he so low as to evoke from
the tongue of the wife an

of bitter
"Why said you

nre so low down that you nre not evensquare with your cell mate."
He started life with the

possible from
West Point, he entered the United statesarmy as a nnd was ordered I

to Culm. There be served with lis- -
Unction and was to

He was to the
notice of the then of War. and
was to
He was sent to the but
was ordered to return to
before he had a chance to do much
Service for his country in the urchl- -
peiagi i.

When he returned to
met with a reverse which he

was weak enough to allow to drive him
to drink. Then he plunged Into ,

that moral and almost
mental chaos. He Buys y that he
was a moral He had moral

The descent was rapid, the
depth to which he fell was so low that
years he said he was obliged
to "riaih up to touch He
was a very miracle in

i used to He. steal, drink do any
thing that would further my
moral nature." said "Even to,
day, now that I occupy a good
With one of the large very
few persons really credit my
When Porter was of
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it he shook his head and said: 'I might
believe In the conversion of Judas, but
Springer I That's Impossible.' Hut the
miracle of conversion is no less a fact
than (he miracle of degradation."

Springer, in the early pari of June,
1!12, was discharged from prison. He
cume over to New York to celebrate the
event. He stayed In a saloon until I
o'clock In the evening, when all his
money wus gone. Then he was pitched
head foremost out of the establishment
by orders of the bartender. The fall
sobered him sufficiently to make hira
aware of his circumstances.

"I will make a hole In the water," he
declared, and he started to walk rapidly
across Fourteenth Street in the direc-
tion of the Hudson,

At the door of the Salvation Army
hall on West Fourteenth street he was
attracted by the singing. He entered.
He was Impressed, He prayed and pro-
fessed himself desirous nf living, a bet- -
ler life. While none doubted the power
of '!od to save him few believed that
he was other than a drunken derelict
bent on shamming repentance In order
to obtain the price of u meal and bed.

Itut Springer was turned over to
Major Wlnchell of the Jersey t'ity In-

dustrial Home. He was forced, after
recovering from the effects of his de-
bauch, to w..rk. He did the work
assigned him gladly. It was hard,
laborious, but It had a soothing effect
on the man. The Salvation Army be-

lieves that w..ik. next to the redeeming
grace of God. is the most effective cure
for vice and vicious tendencies that tun
be found.

in a short time Springer became a
humble clerk for a railway. He has
been promoted three times since then.
The honor of the company la in a .

tain extent in hla hands. He Is given
.in unlimited expense account and is en-

trust! ! With the negotiation of largo
contracts,

The Uev, V. II n. was pastor of a
thriving church in Philadelphia. His
wife dud after presenting him with a
hal.y. Later he became Involved In a
s andal which was of such a character
BS to render his pastorate untenable.
He resigned. In a short time he was ii
physical and moral wreck. In New
Yolk he was picked up by the police
and sent to r.U. kwell's Island.

After his release he came to us,
frankly told bis st..ry nnd accepted our
proffered aid, One of the most elo-
quent and scholarly ministers in Phila-
delphia, whose letter la on tile nl the
prison department, wrote Capt, Ander
son urging him no) to give the fallen
pastor any money, but to accord him
such assistance us would enable him to
obtain some soft of II foothold. The as-

sistance was given, advice was tendered,
the man was induced to believe that all
hope was not dead, and he soon recov-
ered some of his lost ground.

To-da- y he occupies a prominent posi-

tion with a large organisation engaged
In the work of human uplift, He is a
forceful speaker and nn indefatigable
worker. His faith in human nature and
in tin' ability of the God assisted man to
rise on "his ib ad self" Is one of bis most
potenl assets.

George F. Wamell had been so fre- -
quently In prison that he could not
enter a town with. nit receiving Immedi-
ate orders from n blef of police to
depart. He came to us saying that he
could till. n i place upon which he could
set ills weary feet. We Interceded fur
him. obtained a place for him on a farm
In New Jersey. He proved faithful and

y owns the farm und Is doing a
general and prosperous real estate busi-
ness. Sometimes he visits us and often
send us u donation for the purpose of
helping others Who were as unfortunate
or wicked as himself.

W. A. G. Anybody can establish the
Identity of this man If he will trouble to
buy and peruse a volume called "From
BonifSCS to Hurglur." Some years ago
nfter a career of crime almost unparal-
leled In his special fh hi be came to us
and said he was ready to "lay down his
arms of rebellion" ugainst society nnd
submit to society's proper restraints.
He wrote three books and the remainder
on his life wus spent In doing g 1.

Mike Kelly und His Pal.
Hy MOM PARDON DAVIS)

Assistant Dial r let II tor aey f West
clicNlcr t'iiiint.

iW this Is the story of Mike Kelly,Ni a big, Strapping, warm hearted
fellow, who was night watchman

of a luce manufacturing concern
when my friend DoddSWorth became
general manager of the plant. Of
course Kelly Isn't his real name, nor
Is DoddSWorth my friend's name, but
they will answer as well as if they wers
the real names.

Soon ufter Mr. Doddsworth took houl
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